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25 July 2020 

Dear Lewis, 

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 
5) Regulations 2020

I am writing to advise you that the Scottish Ministers have made the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 5) Regulations 2020 today, 
25 July under section 94(1) (International Travel) of the Public Health etc. (Scotland) Act 2008. 
The regulations came into force on 26 July and will be laid before the Scottish Parliament on 
27 July. 

Section 122(5) of the 2008 Act states that regulations under section 94(1) are subject to the 
affirmative procedure. However, section 122(6) provides that the affirmative procedure will not 
apply if the Scottish Ministers consider that the regulations need to be made urgently. In such 
situations section 122(7) applies. 

As a result of the most recently available data on coronavirus infection in Spain, the Scottish 
Ministers consider that these Regulations need to be made urgently to ensure that restrictions 
placed on those travelling to Scotland reflect the risk of importation of the virus. 

Section 122(7) of the 2008 Act sets out that “emergency regulations” must be laid before the 
Scottish Parliament and cease to have effect on the expiry of the period of 28 days beginning 
with the date on which the regulations were made unless, before the expiry of that period, the 
regulations have been approved by a resolution of the Parliament. 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.lobbying.scot/


Th a  Min is te a ran  n a  h -Alb a , an  luch d -com h a ir le ach a id h  sòn ra ich te  agus  an  Rùn a ire   
Ma ire ann ach  fo  ch um h ach an  Ach d  Coite ach a idh  (Alb a ) 2 0 1 6 .  Fa icib h  w w w .lob b y in g.sco t  

Scott ish  Ministe rs, specia l adv ise rs and  the  Pe rm anent  Secre tary  are  cov e red 
by  the  te rm s of the  Lobby ing (Scotland) Act  2 0 1 6 .  See  w w w .lobby ing.scot

Ta igh  Naom h Annd ra is,  Ra thad  Re ge nt , Dùn Èide ann  EH1  3 DG 
St  Andre w ’s House , Re ge n t  Road , Ed inb urgh  EH1  3 DG 
w w w .gov .scot  

The fundamental purpose of these amendments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(International Travel) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (“the principal regulations”) is to remove 
Spain from the countries and territories listed in Schedule A1, Part 1. Travellers who have only 
been in, or transited through such countries or territories in the 14 days prior to their arrival in 
Scotland are exempt from the requirement to quarantine. That exemption will no longer apply 
in respect of those who travel from Spain. 

We will look to have the Regulations approved by a resolution of the Parliament as soon as 
possible. You will also note that the Regulations require the Scottish Ministers to keep the 
necessity for these measures under regular review and we will do so and keep Parliament 
updated. 

HUMZA YOUSAF 
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